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PROLOGUE

Whether private or public, museums strive for and address themselves to a large au-
dience. Museums can embrace many various needs and shortages of society. Whether 
small or large institutions, regardless if they count many or few years of presence, muse-
ums fulfill their mission when their halls are filled with young and old visitors.
The heart of every museum is always its collections. They are the core around which the 
program of the museum is developed. The audience is built around them, and in turn 
the audience, by viewing them, gives them life and establishes the status and role of the 
museum.
There we can and should look for the collectors, the people who donate their precious 
and especially cherished pieces from their collections -often family heirlooms.
By studying the history and development of a museum, one easily realizes the enormous 
contribution and the role that individual collectors play in its creation and development. 
As a result, more and more of us visit the holy heirlooms of our ancestors.
Important relics, which for a long time could have been admired only by a few, have now 
become property of the many, who may now enjoy the fruits of the valuable heritage.
Confirming the rule, the War Museum of Thessaloniki as well owes the greatest part of 
its collections to individuals. Thanks to people like Aristomenis Phikas, who generous-
ly gave us and shared with us family heirlooms that reflect important moments of our 
history - the National Liberation Struggle 1821 - 1828, the Macedonian Struggle, the 
Balkan Wars and the Asia Minor Campaign - the museum now exists rich, as you know 
it, at your disposal, strong through its exhibits and visitors. We thank him especially and 
just as the exhibits that he gave us, so will he be part of the soul and the power of the 
Museum.
 

Artillery colonel, Farmakis Georgios
Director of the War Museum of Thessaloniki
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THE “TOUcH” OF HISTORY

This collection gathers the relics and memorabilia of a Greek 
family during the period of a century.  In so doing, it intro-
duces a distinctive narrative, a kind of materialized saga that 
invites the visitor to engage in a mythographic reading of the 
material.   
The variety of material presented - including documents, 
photographs, postcards, military objects, and maps- places 
the exhibition at the fragile intersection where “small” and 
“big” history meet: On the one hand, the experiences of three 
generations of a single family, the Phikas’ and on the other 
hand, the struggles of the Hellenic nation from the beginning 
of the War for Independence and Liberation to the day after 
the Asia Minor Expedition.
The “friction” at the intersection of this meeting of histories 
creates sparks that throw a fleeting but nonetheless revealing 
light onto our homeland’s past.
Mutually enforcing values such as patriotism, sacrificing, 
self-denial, love of learning, professional progress and fight-
ing ethic, which are valid even for the Greece of today, are 
manifested in the deeds of the heroes of this small history.
If history is - as Jan Kott has put it - a theatre without spec-
tators but only with actors, where nobody watches but all 
participate, then this collection “bringing” history into the 
museum, creating theatre through the theatre of history, in-
vites a different kind of participation: entertaining, reflective, 
emotional.
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A modest family of Greek farmers living on the 
mountains in the district of Phthiotida are engaged 
in the historical adventures of our homeland during 
the period of a century (1821-1923).
Dimitrios Phikas participates in the National War for 
Liberation from the very start (1821). 
Pericles Phikas participates in the struggle for Mac-
edonia (1904-1908). He immigrates to the United 
States in 1910 but abandons the prospect of a better 
life in order to return to our homeland as a volun-
teer and to participate in the 2nd Balkan War (Evzoni 
Regiment).
Demosthenes Phikas, draftee 1911-1912, participates 
in the 1st and 2nd Balkan Wars (Cavalry Brigade), in 
World War I and in the Asia Minor Expedition.
He meets his four older brothers after the battle of 
Tzoumayia (1913) as all of them participated in the 
same battle. He is promoted for brave deeds and re-
tires after 12 years of service as a Cavalry Colonel.

These people were not known heroes, although they of-
ten surpassed themselves. They were simple, ordinary 
people like millions of other Greeks whose lives sud-
denly changed because of a terrific event - war. They 
served long-term military service far away from home; 
they lost relatives and friends and felt the fluttering of 
death all around them. Their small dreams became vi-
sionary projects and Great Ideas. They are not men-
tioned in history books, rather, they have “written” 
their own History. This History is “narrated” by mili-
tary heirlooms, documents, and the photographs and 
postcards of that era.

Aristomenis D. Phikas

This album is dedicated to those who have gone, but it is donated to those who are coming, to the young boys and girls of the family, 
those who comprise the 6th and the 7th generation since their great grand-father fighter of 1821. With one hope: that maybe someday 
they will donate to us something of their own.
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“Your first duty … is to feel within you all your ances-
tors. Your second duty is to throw light on their onrush 
and to continue their work. Your third duty is to pass on 
to your son the great mandate to surpass you...”

N.Kazantzakis, 
The Saviours of God: Spiritual exercises
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1821-1828
GREEK WAR OF INDEPENDENcE

 
DIMITRIOS PHIKAS 

(1795-1880)

The family of Dimitrios Phikas sprouts in the mountainous West 
Fthiotida, bounded by the upper bed of Sperchios river, in the large 
village Kapsi, one of the villages of the former municipality Tym-
fristos. Those populous residential units, created in the years of the 
so-called Medieval Hellenism and immediately after the fall of Con-
stantinople, are offering the living material, as a continuation of the 
Armatolia of the Byzantine period, for the occurrence of the subse-
quent Armatoloi and Kleptes. They will form the yeast and the core 
for the development of the Greek Revolutionary Army, which is sup-
plied with farmboys and sheperdboys of the Greek countryside for 
the liberation of our homeland. 
Dimitrios Phikas under the command of Chieftain Kitsos Tzavelas, 
Georgios Drakos, Christos Hatzipetros and Thanasoulas Valtinos, 
participates in the battles of Missolonghi, Athens, Arahova and The-
bes. He was honoured by his country with Victory Medal “Distinc-
tion” as a fighter of 1821.
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Reference to the award 
of Victory Medal for his 
participation from the start 
of the Revolution of 1821 
in battles such as the siege 
of Missolonghi, Arahova 
battle etc.

19th century stamp, with 
rhombus-shaped spotted 

postmark on which the 
number of the 14th Argos 

post office is depicted, 
first edition 1-10-1861

Population census in 
1861, 9115 residents
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Certificate of 
participation 

"from the start of 
the holy struggle 

for our homeland" 
18-10-1859

19th century stamp, with 
‘rhombus’ postmark on 
which the number of the 
116th Molos post office 
is depicted, first edition 
1-10-1861, population 
census in 1861, 
610 residents
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Certificate of 
participation 
"from the start 
of the holy 
struggle for our 
homeland"
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Certification document of the participation 
in the Greek War of Independence 

(1821-1828)
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Ottoman stamps 

1821 - 1971
150 years from the National War for Liberation

Postmark cONSTANTINOPle

Postmark DRAMA 1910

Postmark Smyrna

Postmark cAVAllA 
1914 & 1917
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Ottoman 
notificiary 
contract
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Pericles George Phikas, offspring of a large poor family, brought up with the spirit and tradi-
tions of these ancestors, is drafted in 1903 in the 2nd Evzoni Regiment and then serves in the 
4th Battalion Evzonon.
During the Macedonian Struggle (1904-1908), when the conditions for the territorial in-
tegration of our country were created, he serves this cause, initially at the lake of Yannitsa 
under the command of Captain Agra and after the latter’s cowardly assassination he then 
serves under the command of Captain Korakas (Gen. Vasillis Stavropoulos from Parnassida, 
Upper Mousonitsa of Dorida, the homeland of Athanasios Diakos) at Yerma, Kastoria, in 
West Macedonia.
In the year 1910, seeking a better life outside the boundaries of our country, he immigrates to 
the United States of America. He passes through Ellis Island and arrives in New York. Packed 
in with eight other compatriots in a room on 43rd street, he realizes that he must definitely 
learn English as soon as possible. He borrows the book “English without a teacher” (Atlantis 
publications, New York 1907) and shows up at a local tutorial. He is treated ironically by the 
teacher who expels him from the classroom on account of his appearance.
He immediately complies: he shortens the size of his long and curled moustache and changes 
clothes and shoes. “Welcome, Pericles” is the reaction of the teacher when he appears the next 
day in class. He is hired in the Railway Company and reaches Seattle, where this farmboy 
from the slopes of the Fthiotik Tymfristos faces the Pacific Ocean. There he is informed of the 
outbreak of the First Balkan War. Without a second thought he rushes to the Greek Consu-
late in New York and asks for his immediate repatriation so that he can enlist as a volunteer. 
Indeed the Consulate of New York grants him the no. 15091-25/12/1912 certificate and he 
returns home. He is drafted in the 2nd Evzoni Regiment.
He participates in the Second Balkan War. The second Evzoni Regiment excels and carries 
most of the burden in the battles at the Straits of Kresna and the fields of Upper Tzoumayia 
where by an exceptional coincidence all five brothers of the family, the Evzonoi Costas, John, 
Iraklis, Pericles and Demosthenes - 2nd Lieutenant then-, take part. They write the victorious 
epilogue of the titanic effort of the Greeks.
He is drafted again in 1915 (5th Evzonoi Regiment) and in 1921.
He is awarded the Victory Medal.

1904-1908
STRUGGLE FOR MAcEDONIA 

 
PeRIcleS PHIKAS 

(1880-1963)

English without a 
teacher, a learning 
method of the 
English language,
Atlantis publications, 
New York 1907
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Postcard, Chieftain Apostolis 
with his followers 
(captain Apostolis Matopoulos from 
Alexandreia – Gida, 1868-1952)

The Corps of Lazarus Doyiama 
(captain Mparovitsalis, 1878-1912)

Pavlos Melas, Macedonian Struggle 1904-1908
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Pericles Phikas, standing 3rd from the right, 
with Captain Koraka’s Corps.
(Major General Vasileios Stavropoulos from Parnassida, 
Ano Mousonitsa of Dorida, homeland of Athanasios Diakos)
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Fighters for Macedonia in Paggeo, 
April 1905
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Postcard, Macedonian 
Chieftain Captain Vardas, 
1909

Postcard, Greek fighters 
for Macedonia
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Thessaloniki, 
Young Turk Revolution 

of 1908

Souvenir of the proclamation 
of the Constitution in Thessaloniki, 

11/24 July 1908
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Stefanos Dragoumis 
General Commander of 

Macedonia in 1913
Prime-Minister 1910

Father of Ion Dragoumis
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THE VISION OF THE GREAT HOMELAND AND THE HOPE FOR A BETTER LIFE

The rise of the 20th century for our homeland (1900) did not offer anything new to the rural populations and did not pro-
vide any alternative solution to their -mostly financial- problems.
The Greece of Melouna and Ambracian Gulf which came about as a result of the annexation of Thessaly and Arta (in 1881) 
failed to address the problems in the countryside, because the system of large land ownership was maintained. As a result
there was no outlet for the human potential.
The unfortunate war of 1897, in which the poor masses had invested so much, had a negative economic impact which led 
to frustration and despair, and ultimately, to the phenomenon of mass migration, mainly towards the new route to the 
United States of America.
Pera Kapsi (today Tymfristos) faced these same problems and its course and the fate of its human potential could not have 
been different.
The scarce arable land around the village was unable to feed its population, which had in the meantime more than tripled. 
The existing few livestock could not be increased, since the village had very little grassland around it.
A small portion of the population found an outlet in street tinsmithing, which was a lucrative profession at that time. 
The Phikas and Paparoupas families primarily practiced this profession.
An even smaller portion of the population was engaged in logging in the extensive forests of adjacent Moutzouraki. But it 
was an arduous and laborious task, which was practiced using primitive means. Therefore, it did not provide an adequate 
salary. It was also a seasonal job.
During the first and second decade of the 20th century (1900 to 1920) at least thirty people from our village immigrated to 
the United States of America.
Some of them never returned. They settled there permanently, created families and several flourished. Some were never 
heard of again and all traces of them were lost. They disappeared completely. For a variety of reasons, most of them re-
turned after a short stay. Most of them returned between the first and the second Balkan War (1912-1914), obeying the 
call of the Motherland and the urge of the Local Greek Organizations. Others returned, successful and distinguished, after 
staying there one or two decades.
We present here the cases of five co-villagers and ancestors of ours, who travelled together to New York with the ship “Athi-
nai” and arrived there on 31st  May 1910. From there, they followed different paths.
- Koutsounikas Apostolos, 39 years old
- Panetsos Spyridon 22 years old
- Paparoupas Georgios, 25 years old
- Tsigkrelis Nicholas, 18 years old
- Phikas Pericles, 24 year olds

Pericles K. Phikas
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The immigration for Greeks is a frequent phenomenon from 
ancient times to modern Greek history - recurrent, systematic 
and timeless.
In the early 20th century, however, we are faced with a new 
phenomenon, which breaks the barrier of previously known 
migratory routes, stretching beyond the Atlantic to the United 
States of America, the modern promised paradise.
In the year 1907 the launching of a Greek ocean liner on the 
route Greece-New York is inaugurated. The journey back and 
forth with the ocean liners lasted until 1977, when the last 
transatlantic journey took place. Over these seven decades, en-
tire shiploads of poor people, of young people in the prime of 
life, of middle-aged, elder, even young children and women left 
our miserable country for a better chance.
The overseas voyage, which in some cases lasted forty days, was 
a modern Odyssey. Securing the long awaited migration license, 
the journey itself, but also the attempt to settle down in the new 
homeland, the difficulties, the obstacles, the frustration, the ob-
ligatory repatriation in some unfortunate cases, contained pain 
and courage together, despair and hope simultaneously.
 Even the reception they received from the American Aliens 
and Public Health Office, upon arrival, was difficult, especially 
after a journey that lasted many days. After the first disembar-
kation station at the mouth of the Hudson River in New York, 
there followed the terrible “Kastigkari”, as the Greeks called 

the Castle Garden, the obligatory “Quarantine”, at the Public 
Health Inspection Station. Later the disembarkation station 
was moved to the entrance of New York, on Ellis Island, the ter-
rible “Island of Tears”, known worldwide, disembarkation point 
for millions of immigrants.
The reasons for this large exodus from our country, at this par-
ticular historical moment were specific, identifiable and well 
documented. The main reason was the economic and social 
status of the rural population and in general of the countryside.
But a second important reason was the decline of trade and de-
industrialization of the country, which created unemployment 
and despair in the working forces of the urban centers. These 
unemployed people comprised the shiploads of immigrants.

Pericles K. Phikas

HISTORIc EVENTS AND 
TRANSATLANTIc IMMIGRATION
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Relatives and friends soldiers in the Balkan Wars, 1912-1913
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Military Record that refers to Pericles Phikas



31



32

Pericles, Aristomenis and Nikos Phikas in 
front of the statue of King Constantine at
YMCA sq. Thessaloniki. Behind them the 
jeep of that era, Willy

Statue of constantine on horseback by the 
sculptor Georgios Dimitriadis.
 It was created in 1937 and its first pre-
war position was at the park of YMcA in 
Thessaloniki. After 1950 it was moved to 
Dimokratia sq.

constantine on 
horseback. edited in 

1938 for the unveiling of 
the statue of constantine 

which is until today 
located in champs de 

Mars in Athens
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ed.1901, 
Flying Hermes, 
postmark ATHeNS 
14 DeceM 1905

ed.1901, 
Flying Hermes, 
postmark VOlOS

ed.1901, 
Flying Hermes, 
postmark 1906

expedition 1912-1913, 
epirus-Macedonia-Aegean 
Islands-crete

ed.1913, expedition 1912, 
Vision of constantine the 
Great “By this, conquer”, 
postmark SeRReS 

ed.1913, expedition 1912, 
Vision of constantine the 
Great “By this, conquer”, 
postmark KOZANI
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The older brothers decide that, as the youngest in the 
family, Demosthenes should be educated so that he 
might have a better luck. At Pericles Phikas’ expenses, 
who supports him, he studies at the Greek School of 
Karpenisi (3-4 hours away from his home) and then at 
the High School of Thebes under difficult conditions. He 
works at various jobs and studies the school books (at a 
level equivalent to today’s University) late in the evening 
when the schoolmates fall asleep and he can “borrow” 
their books.
Draftee in 1911-1912, he is ranked at the Cavalry (Goudi). 
He has a pathological love for horses and continued to 
ride until deep old age. He is in fact injured at the age of 
80 in an attempt to calm down a bolted horse at the port 
of Thessaloniki.
The First Balkan War finds him in Elassona. He follows 
a difficult but exciting route: Sarantoporo-Servia-Kozani 
(where residents welcome the Cavalry Regiment with 
unprecedented enthusiasm – they spread their coats on 
the dusty roads so that the horses of the Regiment could 
pass over them) -Veria-Paralimni Yiannitson (where his 
first fellow comrades were killed) -Thessaloniki (Lempet 
Camp and Karampournaki).
In February 1913, under the command of the Cavalry 
Brigadier Pierrakos Mavromichalis, he is distinguished 
in the battles of Manoliasa -Pente Pigadia-Avgo-Mpizani.
At the position Avgo he transfers a highly confidential 
and urgent command riding in an open field under fire of 
the Turkish artillery - every previous attempt had failed 
with losses of riders who fell on the field. When Victor 

Dousmanis received the document, he said to him: “The 
country is grateful to you”. 
After the conquest of Ioannina he participates in the 
prosecution of the Turkish units in Northern Epirus. For 
his participation in the Epirus campaign he is awarded 
the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. 
In the Second Balkan War he excels in the battles of 
Kilkis - Lahana – Mpelles –Kresna - Tzoumayia. After 
the battle in Tzoumayia he meets with his four older 
brothers (Constantine, John, Hercules and Pericles) who 
are serving at the same time and taking part in the battles 
at the Straits of Kresna and Tzoumayia. In the Asia Minor 
Campaign he is a Cavalry Captain. He moves from the 
base of Kios (where he is involved socially and emotionally 
with the inhabitants of this Greek city of Asia Minor), to 
Smyrna, Usak, Afyon Karahisar and Eskişehir (ancient 
Dorylaeum) and participates in battles in Dumlupınar.
The farm boy from mountainous Fthiotis, chasing the 
vision of the “Great Idea”, managed to face with awe 
the Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, the ancient Greek 
cities of Ionia, Olympus in Bursa, the port of Smyrna; he 
received the blessing of Hieromartyr St. Chrysostomos 
of Smyrna, he even lived for a little while the greatness 
of the Hellenism in Asia Minor, he suffered hardship in 
the Salty Desert, he confronted death many times and in 
many forms, he lost fellow comrades. But he was finally 
able to return home with dignity, hurt but proud.
He retires with the degree of Cavalry Colonel in 1923 
(Leonardopoulou-Gargalidou movement). The country 
honoured him with medals, diplomas and decorations.

1912-1913  1st & 2nd BALKAN WARS
1914-1918  WORLD WAR I

1919-1922 ASIA MINOR EXPEDITION

DeMOSTHeNeS PHIKAS  (1892-1975)
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Riffle St.Etienne
MLE1907 15 & MAS1917

Cavalry 
officer’s 

revolver

Demosthenes Phikas’ 
military heirlooms

Revolver holster
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Leather case for the binoculars 
with Austrian national 
emblem 14V of the above brand

Cavalry officer binoculars with indications 
26.11.14 CP GOERZ (est.1886), 
WIEN-POZSONY and 6x24 
ARME-TRIEDER D.R.P
(the breakage on the left antocular was 
caused by a ricocheted bullet)
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Sword of the Ottoman army 
loot during the Epirus expedition

with artistic design and indications
P.O. & C. (Pack Ohliger & Co, Solingen 1905)

Sword case
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Car horn

Leather document 
case with leather 
strap

Cavalry glasses with plastic 
and leather (for protection 

from the wind and sand)
used during the Asia Minor 

expedition

One of his horse spurs kept 
as souvenir by his brothers
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Officer’s whistle 
with compass

Compass with lock

Pocket compass
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Shell body 
POLTE MAGDEBURG SP252 

FEB. 1916

Shell body 
POLTE MAGDEBURG SP406 
JAN. 1917

Shell body 
PARTONENFABRIK 
KARLSRUHE SP255 

MAR. 1917
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Revolver

Bullets

Instrument for cartridges
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Desk bell

Candlestick

Carriage lamp. 
On the upper side: 

G&M
BTEE S.G.D.G

LA MERVELLEUSE PARIS
On the back: 

GUYARD & MULLER
FONDEE EN 1840 PARIS

45, Rue Des Vinaigriers

Railway hand lamp. 
On the upper side: 
W D
MILLER
MILLER’S PATENT
BRITISH MAKE
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Watch
ANCAL LIGNE DROITE
15 rubis N154466 Aiguilles
Tobias Spiral Brequet

Watch
PALLAS-SWISS MADE
1860-1880
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Tactic - Artillery, 
Athens 1916

A conversation with a staff officer by infantry 
major Miltiades Koimises.  

He was one of the three members of the revolutionary committee 
of 1922. later on General, participated in the coup movement 

of 1935. He was executed together with General Anastasios 
Papoulias, with whom he was prosecution witness during 

the trial of the Six, and cavalry Major Stamatis Volanis in 
24-4-1935.

Books

crete - Revolution 1922
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Xenophon, 
Anabasis

Regulation of
training in shooting,
26 DEC 1901

Among the French, Impressions 
from the Balkan Front 
by Emmanouil I. Farantos, 
Thessaloniki 1916
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ed. 1913, expedition 1912, 
Vision of constantine 
the Great “By this, 
conquer”, 
postmark KIlKIS

ed. 1913, 
expedition 1912, 

Vision of constantine 
the Great 

“By this, conquer”, 
postmark KOZANI

ed.1913, expedition 1912, 
“Auspicious eagle of Zeus”

ed. 1913, expedition 1912, 
Vision of constantine the 
Great “By this, conquer”, 
postmark KASTORIA

Documents

Historic notes by a survivor warrior 1912-1913
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ed.1938, 
constantine on horseback

ed.1956, constantine A’, 
postmark 
AleXANDROUPOlIS

ed. 1913, 
expedition 1912, 

Vision of constantine 
the Great 

“By this, conquer”, 
postmark KOZANI
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ed. 1913, expedition 1912, 
Vision of constantine the 
Great “By this, conquer”, 
postmark SeRReS

ed. 1913, expedition 1912, 
Vision of constantine the Great 
“By this, conquer”, 
postmark Thessaloniki
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ed.1913, expedition 1912, 
“Auspicious eagle of Zeus”

ed.1913, expedition 1912, 
“Auspicious eagle of Zeus”, 

postmark 1915
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ed.1915, Flying Hermes, 
postmark Thessaloniki

expedition 1912-1913, 
epirus-Macedonia-Aegean 
Islands-crete

George A’ (1863-1913), 
murdered in Thessaloniki in 1913

ARIS F.c. 
founded in 1914

100 years from the 
liberation of Ioannina
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The great rising of the Balkan Wars and their 
beneficial results for our country were followed 
by a situation that lies beyond the limits of logic 
and what is acceptable, a situation contrary to the 
country’s and its inhabitants’ interests. The initial 
controversies were transformed into irreconcilable 
hatred. A situation that divided modern Greeks, 
restricted them and at a certain moment 
marginalized them.
A situation that at some moment of ultimate 
paroxysm of madness resulted to the deliberate 
surrender to ‘the enemy’ of the coordinates of 
major military units. The Schism that covered an 
important historical period and marked the route 
of our modern National Life, in the aftermath of the 
Balkan wars, in conjunction with the declaration 
of the First Great War, reaches even up to the Asia 
Minor Catastrophe, the obliteration of Hellenism 
of the East, as a result of the above developments.
Thus Hellenism in Asia Minor reversed a three 
thousand year economic and cultural course, and 
was transferred by the ships of despair, hopelessness 
and hidden hope to metropolitan Greece. That 
hidden hope is materialized in the renaissance of 
modern Greece.

National Schism 1916 - 1917

Temporary Government of Thessaloniki

Government of Athens

Postmark 
Thessaloniki 
central 
10 MAY ‘17

Postmark crown and H.P. - initials for 
Hellenic Post State of Athens

Temporary 
Government of 
Athens,
 postmark 
ceNSORSHIP

Postmark 
Thessaloniki 
central 
25 APR. ‘17

Postmark 
Thessaloniki 
30 MAY ‘17



54

Document of French 
Mission Thessaloniki, 
24-6-1918
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Document of the General Administration 
of Thessaloniki, 28-11-1918

1912-1913, 
Flying Hermes, 
postmark Hellenic 
Administration 

1912-1913, 
Hermes head, 
postmark
THeSSAlONIKI 
30 APR ‘16

1912-1913, 
Flying Hermes, 
postmark FeB ‘17

ed. 1913, 
expedition 1912, 
“Auspicious eagle 
of Zeus”, 
postmark lARISSA 
SeP ‘16
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Award of Victory 
Medal to Cavalry 
Captain Demosthenes 
George Phikas, To 
the Supply Station 
in Kios 3-11-1921. 
The Minister of War 
Nikolaos Theotokis
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Handwritten urgent 
order to the supplial of 

the A’ Military Corps to 
move towards 

Dumlupınar from 
the Military Link of 

Asia Minor, 
Usak 15-8-1922
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New Testament with 
handwritten dedication 
by the Hieromartyr of 
Smyrna Chrysostomos
 “To my friend, Cavalry 
Captain Demosthenes 
Phikas”
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The martyric death of the Ierarch
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Diploma of Medal award, 25-3-1914, 
to Cavalry 2nd Lieutenant Demosthenes George Phikas for his participation 

in the battles of Ioannina, Kilkis, Lahana, Belles, Kresna, Tzoumayia, 
signed by the Minister of War Eleftherios Venizelos
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Document by the 
Patriarch of 
Constantinople 
Athinagoras
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Demosthenes Phikas in Asia Minor, 
Usak, Cavalry Captain 1921

Photographs
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Photograph of 
King Constantine 
with handwritten 

dedication 
“To my brave 

co-warriors of 
two glorious wars 

1912-1913”

ed. 1956, 
constantine

constantine, 
mourning edition of 
1936 for the transfer 
of his remains from 
the Russian church 
of Florence to Tatoi, 
Athens
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Map of the Great Greece 
published after the 
Treaty of Sevres

eleftherios 
Venizelos 
(1864-1936)
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Demosthenes Phikas on the left, 
supply station
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Souvenir from Asia Minor. 
D.Phikas (4th from the left, sitting)

Souvenir from Asia Minor 1921. 
D. Phikas in the middle
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Visit on battleship Averof, 1921

Battleship Averof
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D. Phikas, 
Kios, 1922

Demosthenes Phikas
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Lempet Camp, 1918

Demosthenes Phikas
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At the port of Kios, 
20-8-21 Demosthenes Phikas & Vouvourakis
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4th Cavalry troop, 
Mess,  Asia Minor
The Cavalry Captain, 
Demosthenes Phikas, 
in the middle
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Demosthenes Phikas
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N.Kalakanopoulos 
and 

Demosthenes Phikas, 
19-2-1916
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Zoe and Demosthenes Phikas
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Demosthenes Phikas (standing 3rd from the left)
City Council of Thessaloniki, 4-6-1926
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Power Plant Thessaloniki
30-7-1912

Photograph addressed to 
Demosthenes Phikas, 1915

Postcards
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Seaview of 
Thessaloniki, 
24-3-1917
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Thessaloniki, 
fire of 18/19/20 August 1917
The city in flames, view of the Custom Office
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Thessaloniki, fire, 
ruins of the cinema Pathé

Thessaloniki, fire of 
18/19/20 August 1917, 
the only saved building, Eleftheria sq. 
(“Stein” Megaron, Venizelou 4)
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Syria  1919

Sofia  1919
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Photograph 
addressed to 
Demosthenes 
Phikas, 
1919

Photograph addressed to 
Demosthenes Phikas, 1920
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Patra  1920

1920
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8-6-1922
Constantinople
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1-1-1921
To Mr. Demosthenes Phikas, 

Cavalry Captain, 
An auspicious, happy New Year 1921 

and may you become Commandant in 
Constantinople, with love.



85

To Mr. Demosthenes Phikas, Cavalry Captain, 
Supply station, Kios, Asia Minor

1-1-1922
 Dear friend Demosthenes, today while the sun is 

rising, we are coming into the New Year 1922 and I 
wish you health and may God help us all together 
with our Constantine to have a doxology in Agia 

Sophia. With much love.
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And after the wars...
YEARS OF PEACE AND CREATION

Demosthenes Phikas 
1892-1975

History of businesses
in Thessaloniki
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The company Ari-
stomenis D. Phikas & 
Co was -in its originally 
form- established in 
1924 by Demosthenis 
Phikas and was situated 
at Edessis street 10 in 
the area of Ladadika 
Thessaloniki. It is a 
member of the Thes-
saloniki Chamber of 
Commerce and Indus-
try continuously from 
1938 until today.

I was acquainted with the late Colonel Demosthenes Phikas during difficult times.
It was the era of the Civil War, a time of a national and economic adventure.
I was a high school student then and helped my uncle at his customs clearing agency during 
my free time.
One day he sent me to the office of the Colonel (who had already retired and started his own 
business) to get some paperwork for customs clearance.
When he found out that I was the nephew of Lazarus, with whom he had a close friendship and 
full harmony of ideas on political and national issues, he sat me down at his desk and started 
telling me his military action and fights for his beloved homeland.
I remember him elegant, with his manliness, twisted mustache crossing the Emporiou Square, 
erect, imperious, full of gallantry and everyone stepping aside so that the Colonel, the respect-
ed neighbour, could pass.
I think of him with respect and love. For me he was a wise teacher for the fight of life, a true 
Greek who fought and ached for his country, a true hero . When he left, we felt the grandeur of 
his personality - we then realized the magnitude of the loss.
Let your memory be eternal, unforgettable Colonel!

Athanasios A. Kanavouras

Leonidas Zafeiris 
and Demosthenes 
Phikas

Lazarus Kanavouras and Demosthenes Phikas





Military map, 
Thessaloniki  41ο  41ο

Tzoumayia  41ο  42ο
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War museum of Thessaloniki
4, Grigoriou Lampraki Str.
546 36  Thessaloniki
Tel: +30 2310 249803
http://www.warmuseumthessaloniki.com
Email : warmuseumthessaloniki@yahoo.gr




